
A Spiritual Journal and Observations
for Supporting Parishes and Friends of St. Anna’s Church

from your brothers and sisters in New Orleans

There is a star – a ray of hope!

One might consider my last Journal entry to be on the lower end of reactive depression. Embedded in the
text were some signs of hope. Here is some more.

Last Saturday evening St. Anna’s hosted a Social Justice conversation on Race. The moderator has given
his life to bringing competing groups together. Attending that meeting were two city councilmen. We
were honored and I was a little embarrassed because there were only four Episcopalian’s in the house out
of only ten people including the speaker and two councilmen. We advertised with all of the Episcopal
Churches and other “grass roots organizations.” Sometimes I wonder if we as a people would rather sit in
our parlors sip sherry and complain than “have our being in the world.” Living the Gospel is hard. But I
digress, and to get to the point here are some very positive systemic changes that are taking place in our
fair city – unknown to the general population:

1. The central business leader’s coalition in town has always stood for more police and bigger jails
in order to make the city safe. That same group is now convinced and now has made it part of their
platform and policy that the roots of crime lay in poverty and lack of job opportunity along with poor
education. They are now pushing as much for good schools and larger economic development and
training as they are for more police and jail space. This is a dramatic and fundamental shift that thinks
long term and is humanizing.
2. The District Attorney’s Office has now entered into a working agreement with the Police
Department on a protocol and procedure for booking and witness interrogation so that offenders and
possible offenders are not arbitrarily released due to “legal loopholes.” This is a major shift in inter-
agency cooperation between to previously hostile entities.
3. A “Central City” coalition including Catholic, Muslim, Baptist, and “Grass Roots” Organizations
have found common ground in addressing the issue of poor education in the city. These were competing
entities and now they are working collectively to a promising end.
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On a less optimistic note, but one worth mentioning, the city has been granted Millions of Dollars for
infrastructure rebuilding. The City has gone to the Federal Government for the release of the funds. The
Federal Government has said that many details, justifications, and plans need to be completed before the
funds will be released. But, the funds will be released. Projects including restoring and rebuilding Police
Headquarters, they now work out of several trailers scattered throughout the city, rebuilding flooded
firehouses and equipment, and repairing damaged streets. The Federal Government said, “Go to the State
because they have a multi-million dollar surplus this year. It is true! Louisiana has a surplus brought on
by the rebuilding boom! The city went to the State and the Governor said, what you are asking for is
under the Federal Government, you need to ask them. So the circle goes unbroken.

There is hope and the evening while attended by only a few saw possibilities. All gathered agreed to
reconvene again and to continue the conversation as a possible jumping off point for action. We sit with
hope as our companion. At least we are talking in ways that we have never done before.

A New Policy – A New Initiative
Did you ever find yourself walking down the street wanting to pray in a church? Years
ago when I was somewhere between pure heathen and ecstatic believer I was driving
around New Orleans at night. I was looking for a church open in which to pray. I found
none. Surprisingly, I wandered around and looked for an open church during the day and

found none. That always bothered me.

Our neighborhood has always been a “lock it or lose it” neighborhood. Our staff and staff location has
always been such that the church had to remain locked down. That has changed.

At the entrance to the church, the Narthex is a chapel-like vestibule. It has a prayer stand, candles,
columbarium, and holy images. This room is connected to the church by two swinging glass paned doors.
So, we now open the red doors, open the gates, and lock the glass doors to the church proper. At least a
person can enter holy space and pray. At lest three or four days a week I find one or more candles lit. We
are so happy to do this in the face of all the destruction that we face daily. I suspect that others are happy
as well. This is a good thing!

Greeting visitors and parishioners as they enter the Narthex is our newest and
perhaps most awing symbol. The sign at the right about eight feet tall and is
fixed to the church. It lists each person murdered in the city to date. Each
Monday I climb a ladder and write in the new names.

This Wednesday past I climbed and wrote five new names. One of them is
Jonathan age 19. That afternoon his mother came to our church not knowing that
her sons name was listed. She was brought to tears and her friend asked if we
could talk. We did, for at least an hour! Jonathan loved bugs! When he was very
young he used to capture hornets and they would happily live in his pockets to
the consternation of his teachers. But, the hornets never bit Jonathan. He was
often fond of terrifying his baby sitters by picking rattle snakes in the backyard
and introducing them to his sitter – calls often came to Mom and Dad. He was
shot Friday outside of his sister’s home. Saturday his Mom and Dad were
bringing him to Lafayette for training as an EMT. We talked and cried and she
left a little bit better for knowing that her son was not a number but a person.
That is the point of the sign. We all too often think in terms of data. “The crime
RATE is up.” We all too often slant the news saying, John Doe was shot in a “drug deal gone bad.” We
never say, “The precious son of Lydia was shot today – what a waste.” So, the sing stays until we stop or
at least curb the murders in our city. We have now murdered about 70 people in Orleans Parish and
another ten in Jefferson Parish. People stop and take it in. It sits quietly as a reminder. The good news,
perhaps there is none in this, but that some people really and truly care.







The State of St. Anna’s Parish Church
Annual Parish Meeting

January 28, 2007
(Ps. 71:1-17; Jeremiah 1:4-10; 1 Cor. 14:12b-20; Luke 4:21-32)

Like our greater Anglican Communion, St. Anna's has faced many challenges this year.
But, unlike some in the greater Communion, we have remained focused on mission.
Compassion, Invitation, and Transformation are the Christian paths to holiness. Love and giving
have been the hallmark of our faith community since Katrina came ashore. In 2006 we have
defined who we are by how we have behaved as a church. In 2006 we have literally touched
hundreds of human beings.

Just as we learned today, a prophetic voice, our voice is not always met with gentleness
but rather with anxiety, sometimes with a sense of loss, and occasionally hostility. Chance is a
difficult thing to manage. For the Nazarenes, it proved almost impossible. Yet, Yeshua ben
Joseph did not fall silent but moved through the crowd of dissent to continue his mission of
compassion, invitation and transformation. Jesus was compelled by the Holy Spirit at his
baptism to proclaim: in the same way, young Jeremiah was compelled by God’s hand to
proclaim and hold peoples and nations accountable. In the same way, St. Anna’s has been
compelled to respond to her calling by the Holy Spirit.

A church that looks inward as her primary focus is a church destined to suffer spiritual
confusion and ultimately spiritual dryness, if not death. A church that looks outward is a church
that is alive, hopeful and determined—even unto suffering and the cross.

A church that looks outward, as Jesus did, will encounter challenges that tempt one to
withdraw and seek the comfort of stability and tradition. But, a church that looks outward while
suffering trials, tribulations, discomfort, change, and occasional nay saying, will also enjoy the
bounty and liveliness of resurrection and new birth—she will, at some point, experience Easter!
Such a church is St. Anna’s.

In 2006 we have, without hesitation and by powerful divine forces, launched the one and
only generalized Mobile Medical Mission in the city of New Orleans. We have done so in the
finest Catholic sense, inviting not only the poor to be served but the rich to serve. In
collaboration with many, over 1,000 lives have been touched by invitation and compassion.

In April of 2006, by way of divine intervention, we embarked on a ministry of presence
called the Mission to Musicians, again transforming lives by invitation, compassion and
transformation.

Such emphasis on the well-being of others and outward looking mission has set the stage
for expanded ministry in 2007, such as: ESL (English as a Second Language) classes, which are
right now averaging 40 students five nights a week at St. Anna’s, free harp lessons for the poor
one night a week at St. Anna’s, and a 7th Ward Young People Performing Arts workshop—all
hosted by St. Anna’s. These buildings are now rarely closed but almost always active. Just like
the Gospel of Luke there is dramatic movement and action!

These are signs of a healthy parish.

But, while these forms of outreach speak to Invitation and Compassion, what about
Transformation? We are averaging 43 persons a Sunday in 2006, slightly higher than 2003 when
I arrived here. However, during the summer and late fall those numbers have fallen to 30-35 per
Sunday. We can and must do better if we really believe that St. Anna’s is a transforming
fellowship.



That being said, we Baptized 6, Confirmed or Received 4, Buried 7, and hosted three
important and special worship services: the Pet Memorial, Memorial to Musicians, and
Archdeacon Ormond Plater’s Retirement Service. We also have begun to raise up a new
opportunity for worship and spirituality on Wednesday evenings averaging, until recently, about
25 per service with few cross-overs; Wednesday evenings are a ripe field for harvesting. We
have also established a new direction in music with a choir that is growing and new music that is
being written and played. Our liturgy remains well-executed, with new servers being raised up
every month. We are a training ground for a deacon postulant and we will receive back our own
deacon postulant later this year.

Yet, we still have before us neighborhoods that reject Christianity, the Church, and fall
prey to violence, socio-economic extortion, spirituality de jour, predatory consumerism, racism,
violence and a general sense of despondency. Such a malaise of faith is not confined to any one
social class, economic class or cultural identity—such a sadness permeates the immediate world
around this little stone church. We can and must do better as proclaimers of a new way. Our
invitation must move toward transformation.

A movement toward transformation can and will take place if we, as a church fellowship,
enter and embrace a corporate culture of disciplined Christian spirituality. By this, I mean what
is obvious but also that we must be intentional Christians. This will mean gathering together in
community on more than a Sunday; “socials” to build up the relationships within our church
family.

We must commit ourselves to study and prayer, recognizing that Sunday worship, while
essential to our faith, is not sufficient to cause spiritual maturity in and of itself. We, as a
community, must think, believe and behave just as our spiritual ancestors did who followed
Jesus through the mob. Only in such a culture of dynamic spiritual dedication, maturity and
growth can we expect to authentically transform the sacred gifts brought to our door in the
persons of visitors and seekers. We can do this.

We must commit to our own Christian education so that we can tell the true story of a
revolutionary faith. We can commit ourselves not only to regular worship but veneration and
worship on special Holy days. We can and must commit ourselves to a discipline of prayer—
prayer said quietly at home and shared in our church. We can commit ourselves to Jesus. When
we do this, not only will our natural hospitality be inviting, which it already is, our faith and
spirit in Christ will be inspiring and transforming. Begin this journey by joining your Vestry on
retreat from Thursday, February ___ through Saturday.

A focal point of our prayer and spiritual practice is our church facility—a place
sanctified, made holy, by use. For Jesus, the Temple was his Father’s House: St. Anna’s should
mean and be no less for us. The state of repair of our facilities is far better than it has been for
some time: new paint, ice machines, new electrical circuits, new gardens and an additional
working bathroom. We have hope. Yet, plainly there is much to be done. We are suffering,
gladly I trust, a much greater degree of wear and tear on our facilities. Why? Because they are
being used! Our utility bills have risen 128%! Why? Because our facilities are being used. But
we have a task that is daunting. The age of our equipment and buildings, the neglect and natural
aging processes, are taking a great toll n them. There will be a day of reckoning with our fine old
Parish House. Yet, when we look at the old place I hope that we see possibilities. If we are using
our facilities in such wonderful ways now—just imagine what we can do with a full restoration!



We must begin in earnest the process of grant-writing for restoration and expanded
utilization. This can only be done by investing in engineers and planners to draft and design the
restoration of our buildings to support our grant. Today I am establishing the Rectors Restoration
Fund and I am asking for every member, above and beyond your tithing and giving, to make a
special one time donation to employ and finalize formal plans for the restoration of our beloved
facilities before it is too late. The goal I have for this phase is $10,000. In 1948 a wonderful
gothic church was condemned due to neglect and storms—that was St. Anna’s. Let’s not suffer
such an indignity again. The year 33 brought with it a great challenge in the person of Jesus. For
Nazareth a challenge that could not be met. Yet, for people seeking freedom, compassion,
inclusion, holiness, and honor, it was a year of opportunity. It was the year that a few followed
him through the mob. Just so, 2006 has brought many challenges to us. The year 2006 has given
us many opportunities. St. Anna’s congregation of 2006 must forever be remembered as a faith
family destined to embrace invitation and compassion. Let the fellowship of St. Anna’s in 2007
be known as a fellowship of transformation!

“Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, “Now I
have put my words in your mouth.
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”

We can and we will walk through the mob together…following Jesus.

ESL Student & Fr. Bill 7th Ward Children’s 1st Tir-Mester ESL Grads FIESTA!
Theater Workshop



Monday May 7

Nurses Ask: Does New Orleans Suffer from PTSD?

Local nurses sound public health alarm on conditions

in city’s hospitals and clinics, long-term effect on residents, caregivers

Citing the development of a number of worrying and long-term trends among the patient and caregiver
population of post-Katrina New Orleans, registered nurses from a wide variety of clinical settings will
report on the severe challenges they face delivering care in their communities. The RNs will be sounding
this public health alert as part of a day-long seminar sponsored by the Registered Nurse Response
Network, (RNRN), a national organization with 4,000 members which was born in the aftermath of the
Gulf region devastation.

The six registered nurses on the panel (participants bios at end of release), and many colleagues at the
seminar, lived disaster nursing on the front lines during the acute phases of the hurricane, and have
continued to serve the patient populations it in New Orleans afterwards. They report ongoing mental
health stresses among all levels of the population, severe fatigue setting in among caregivers, a healthcare
system that continues to be ignored by politicians in Baton Rouge and Washington, all resulting in a city
that is demonstrating widespread mental/emotional disorders similar to PTSD and a variety of
complicating physical issues.

In short: New Orleans is getting sicker, fast.

With the city down 1,000 beds, 6,000 caregivers, and seven hospitals, people not seeking care until they
are acutely ill, and the rate of uninsured already at a nation high and continuing to skyrocket, these nurses
find themselves delivering care to a sicker population in a variety of new settings with fewer resources.

WHAT: The Post-Katrina Healthcare Challenge: The Voices of Local Katrina Nurse Veterans
WHEN: Monday, May 7

“This experience has given me great insight, incurred at great cost,” said Celeste Lewis, an RN who
works at River Oaks Psychiatric Hospital, volunteers at St. Anna’s Parish clinic, and helped to evacuate
72 unstable psychiatric to Memphis. “We face a tremendous challenge now with a greater need for in-
patient and outpatient mental health services, an increase in the number of people suffering depression as
a result of their loss and the devastation that surrounds them and a deficit of 300 psychiatric hospital beds.
The nurses and doctors who worked through the storm and have continued on with no counseling or
support systems are on a delayed response. A nurse recruiter told me that nurses in hospitals were
breaking down in tears during last summer’s hurricane season.

“We are seeing an increased number of children with asthma from living in FEMA trailers that have mold
and are cold in the winter and blazing hot in the summer, said Laurie McInnis, a St. Bernard Parish native
and RN who is the nurse coordinator responsible for the health and well-being of over 4,000 St. Bernard
students, ranging from pre-school to high school. “Our local hospital, Chalmette Medical Center closed,
the nearest hospital is now 40 minutes away and the closest health facility is a clinic and urgent care
center run by the Franciscans, located in a Wal-Mart parking lot that closes at 8:00 pm. Pre-Katrina there
were 25 dentists and 10 pediatricians who took Medicare; today there are none.”


