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THE ANNAGRAM AT HOME
FEBRUARY 14, 2007

SERVING: FRENCH QUARTER, BYWATER, TREME, MARIGNY, 9TH WARD AND 7TH WARD SINCE 1846
“Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden”

Tornado(s) sweep across New
Orleans- February 13, 2007

As we turned out the lights Monday night the weather reports called for severe
weather and the possibility of tornados. This is not uncommon in New Orleans
during the winter as weather cell after weather cell grudgingly sweep south. The
same old stuff, rain, then wind, the a cloudy day with a damp chill, warming over

three days to delightful spring weather then another cell. We then went to bed as usual. For people in
Westwego, Carrollton, and Gentilly it was not a quiet night. The weather warnings proved all too true.
One, perhaps two, tornados swept down on the city F2 either or both of them. The entire event took less
than 20 minuets. It left homes untouched by Katrina destroyed. It destroyed homes just rebuilding. It
killed a wonderful older lady who slept in her FEMA trailer days from moving into her rebuilt home. It
injured many and traumatized us again. PTSD all over again!

St. Anna’s was physically unharmed and to our reckoning our parishioners new and old are physically
safe. Like an abused spouse, once you are battered, you will respond to violence dramatically whether
directed at you or near you. The damage is permanent. The best that you can hope to attain is some way to
channel those feeling, the hurt, shame, anger, frustration, and most all the fear. The best that you can hope
to do is tame ones gut response. That takes time. The length of time is personal and individual. There is
no right time to recover and manage our sense of abuse.

Several “interns” leading gutting efforts were assailed that night. Windows blew out as they awoke to the
“sound of a freight train”. Some of their cars were destroyed by falling debris. They regrettably
experienced what many New Orleanians have already experienced – the rape of us by the elements. Keep
them in your prayers.

A hotel housing many Katrina refugees was destroyed and last night they slept in shelters yet again. How
many times Lord…how many times? Keep these people in your prayers.

Today it is over cast with a damp chill in the air. It is more than 24 hours since the event. How will we
respond now? By prayer we will know that we are not alone. No, God has not forsaken us. God is
abounding in grace when Jesus joins the Compassion RV in Carrollton to dole out water, cleaning
materials, a smile, a hug, and a prayer. Jesus walks with us as Diana Meyers and Luigi walk the Gentilly
neighborhood, alone, no police, no firefighters, a couple of FEMA works, a Red Cross Unit, and one
news man. The let the people of Gentilly know, like Jesus, you are not alone. Jesus prayed at Mount
Olivet, “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for
this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!”

The waters have risen and will rise again some day. The winds have blown harshly and they will blow
harshly again some day. The earth has shaken and torn open and it will happen again someday. Lava has
burst forth and it will happen again someday. Places that are “safe” will be shattered someday by rending,
storming, tearing apart, heavenly stars falling upon us. All of these things by the nature of our planet earth
will happen now and again. At that hour to whom shall we turn? Jesus said, “But I when I am lifted up
from the earth, will draw all humans to myself.”
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English As a Second
Language Begins

“Esta atento a la voz de mi clamor, Rey mio y Dios mio,* porque a ti
orare.” “Harken to my cry for help, my King and my God,* for I
make my prayer to you.” Psalm 5:2.

A young lady walked up to the Mobile Medical Unit while in the
lower 9th Ward. She noticed that it was a church operation and asked
if Luigi, our driver and program assistant, knew of a church that
might have space for her to host ESL classes. She had been bouncing from venue to venue. When the
voice of God in the person of a young woman asks, “do you have space for ‘the poor in spirit’” what do
you say? It began with six students just before Christmas. After Christmas the class numbers between 35
and 45, five nights a week. As we walk through the parish hall we are amazed. Men and women working
all day in hard jobs then they show up at 7:00 PM and work diligently to learn a foreign language until
8:30 PM. They want to participate in the “American Dream.” They are willing to put in the sweat equity.
If you have any Spanish bibles or BCPs please send them to us. All 40 plus students want one. Rosaries,
crosses, and Spanish prayer cards are also welcomed. A brief outline follows which is the basis of a grant
request for financial support for this ministry:

I. The Potential for Mission and Current State of Identified Client Base. Prior to Hurricane Katrina,
the New Orleans metropolitan area was home to roughly 15,000 Latin American immigrants, about three
percent of the total population. Since the storm this population has surged to some 60,000 individuals,
mostly single male migrant workers, but increasingly families with young children—New Orleans
hospitals and charity clinics report a huge increase in babies born to Latina women since the beginning of
2006. With the most conservative estimates predicting at least ten years of intensive reconstruction in the
city, we can expect many of the new arrivals to make New Orleans their permanent home.

Since New Orleans’ pre-Katrina population was so small—the United States urban average is 12.5%
Latino—and since the city government is stressed by competing priorities, the responsibility for
welcoming and creating an infrastructure to serve this population falls to non-profit and faith-based
organizations. Latinos face significant barriers in accessing basic services, particularly health care, and
are also frequently exploited by dishonest employers, landlords and law enforcement officials. Along with
efforts to increase access to health care, decent housing and regular work, English language education is a
vital tool in enabling Latinos to demand fair treatment and access community resources.

II. The Current Program Construct. The Episcopal Church’s ESL (English as a Second Language)
project is focusing on Latinos living in the central metropolitan area, including Central City,
Marigny/Bywater, Chalmette, Arabi and the Ninth Ward, neighborhoods with no ESL services currently
available. Free, open-enrollment English classes are offered five evenings a week. Students are
encouraged to attend at least two or three classes weekly. The initial course offered is for beginning
speakers of English and will run for approximately three months. The focus will be on practical English
and meeting the students’ daily communication needs. Current enrollment now numbers 40 students 5
nights per week from 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM with at least three individuals receiving individual tutoring.

III. Staff and Support. The course has been organized and directed by Jamie McDaniel. Jamie has
taught English at the Cambridge School in Kosovo in 2001 and has tutored students in the United States,
Spain and Guatemala. She graduated from New College of Florida in 2003 with a degree in Humanities
and has lived in New Orleans since 2004. Previous non-profit work experience includes several years’
work for the Fourth World Movement, an international human rights organization partnering with
families living in extreme poverty, six months volunteer work for Proyecto Mosaico, a network of
community-based organization in Guatemala, and six months in Kosovo as a member of the Balkan
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Sunflowers, an interethnic reconciliation project in the former Yugoslavian province. Jamie has also
worked as a classroom volunteer, GED tutor and community center volunteer in the New Orleans area.
She is committed to education as a primary tool in improving individual lives and strengthening
communities.

Glenda McQueen is a teaching in the New Orleans Recovery District School System and a parishioner of
St. Anna’s Church. She is fluent in Spanish and has agreed to assist Jamie as a volunteer tutor/assistant.

The St. Anna’s Membership and Outreach Committee has taken a keen interest in developing this
ministry as a source of membership and engagement mindful of our mission to promote social justice and
invite all to table. Strategies include inviting class members to coffee after class with St. Anna’s
parishioners; establish a high degree of social engagement between church members and class members
via meals, fellowship, and assistance.

PARTNERS OUTREACH: A cluster of churches in Michigan via partners have agreed to fund
written resources, workbooks, and class materials perhaps you can help as well. For further
information contact Fr. Bill Terry.

Anticipated Annual Expenses:

INCOME SOURCES
Grant and Aid from Partner Churches $1,500
St. Anna’s Line Item Budget $4,800
Grant from all other sources $31,300

EXPENSES
Rent: To offset utility and janitorial expenses $2,400
Class Materials: Photo copy, pens, etc. $ 600
Evangelism: Bibles, books, handouts, socials $1,000
Payroll: 1 Full time teacher/coordinator $24,000
Employee Benefits: Medical etc. $9,600

TOTAL ANNUAL BUDGET $37,600 = $78/Month/student

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them….a crowd came together…each one heard them speaking in his own language. [They
were utterly amazed]”. Acts 2:4,6.

The Season of lent

The season of Lent has been held as a special time in Christianity
from it’s earliest days. In the early church it was a time of purification
for the “chatecuhumenent” before being baptized and then receiving
their first communion with the larger congregation. In fact Christian

training took about a year. During this time of penance, the “chatechumenant” did not wash, they did not
change cloths, and they eat sparsely. On Easter there was a ceremonial washing, the candidates were then
clothed in white linen and brought into the community for baptism. Then a great feast followed the
Eucharistic celebration. We know much of this from the Didache an early document of the church dating
to the early 2nd century.

At St. Anna’s the focus of Lent this season is on Social Justice as drawn from the beatitudes
(Luke 6:17-26). Our city is beset with turmoil, murder, corruption, and despondency. Our inclination is to
get more police, prosecute more violators, build and house more prisoners. We do not suggest that safety
today is not a priority. But, equally, prevention is a necessity. We believe that the Beatitudes inform us as
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On April 19, 2006
St. Anna’s mission to musicians became reality

At 6:00 PM. on a Wednesday night in April 2006 St. Anna’s in collaboration with: NOMC, Loyola Law
Clinic, Daughters of Charity, Tipitina Foundation, Preservation Hall Katrina Fund, St. Anna’s Medical
Mission, Neighborhood Housing Services, and many others played the music! The worship music was
provided by “Arpa” under the leadership of Patrice Fisher and Carlos. After that moving service “Uncle
Lionel” and The Treme Brass let us listen to what we longed to hear, our music. Peg Culligan and Ida
Riddick cooked up a batch of something good! It was a wonderful night. We had a larger than expected
crowd of about 65 and we were elated. Maybe this is something that the city needs.

After almost a year the Mission to Musicians has employed, through generous grants and giving, 210 paid
musicians representing various groups and bands; we have served at least 2,500 plate dinners; we have
tended to the sick (about 106+); over 140 individual “open mike” musicians have played receiving an
average donation of $10-15 each. In Christmas one of our “regulars”, a single mom with three kids, one
of whom attends the New Orleans Center for the Creative Arts (NOCCA), was the beneficiary of a
gracious donation of gifts and goodies for Christmas; we assisted with burial expenses for the widow of a
musician; paid rent for a despondent musician; have given untold numbers of people acupuncture for
stress relief; and have been a meeting ground for musicians to network. We are now planning two events.
First, a gala Anniversary Celebration – more to come on that. Secondly, a fund raiser for musicians done
by musicians, with the proceeds going directly to the St. Anna’s Gig Fund, is now being planned with
over twenty musicians already volunteering to play or assist. With permission from the writer the
following should give us a sense of what we are doing.

“Hi Father Bill. I just received your email via the NOMC enews group regarding the
proposed Fundraising Gala for St. Anna's Musicians' Outreach, and I would like to lend a
hand (and my singing voice) to the project. The program has provided me with a great
deal of support, and I would very much like to help out as much as I can. Lifting spirits
and providing hope and encouragement are two of the most profound gifts music can
grant, almost magically (I believe that's the power of the grace of God)….

I am one of the many musicians whose lives have been saved in large part by your St.
Anna's Musicians' Outreach, coordinated with the Musicians Clinic, etc. Although
personal issues have kept me from attending some of the Wed. night events lately, I've
been able to utilize information and services your Outreach has provided to help me keep
putting one foot ahead of the other, when I might easily have succumbed to
hopelessness. And the gig fund is as important as every other piece in this unique St.
Anna's Musicians' Outreach program. I strongly believe it is important to the health and
revitalization of the city as a whole that St. Anna's Wed. night programs continue longer
at this time. Thank you for all your time and work from he bottom of my heart….

Love and Light,
Olivia”
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Altar Servers schedule

The following schedule is for the remainder of February. The next schedule posted will be for the Season
of Lent through Easter. If you have a desire to serve please contact Fr. Bill or Mike Meyers
(mickman299@cox.net) and we will arrange for training and scheduling.

Date Thurifer Crucifer Sub-deacon Reader Usher
2/18 Vicki T. Elaine Mike Meghan Casey
2/25 Meghan Jan Mike Vicki Casey

Things to come or in progress

St. Anna’s website is up and running. Some work still needs to be done but check it out
www.stannanola.org. Assisting our webmaster, Mike Meyers, are Sean McLaughlin and Jan Bone. If you
have any ideas or thoughts about information that should be included please don’t hesitate to contact
them.

At a date to be advised, Jan Boney, will take over the Annagram as Editor and will provide us with
timely publications which will include: a calendar; birthdays; new member lists; updates on the work on
the church; and community information as well as our usual journal style of publication. The Annagram
will be a monthly work and we invite any member to participate in this work.

The Rector’s Restoration Fund:

We have received $1,500 in donations we are 10.5%
of the way there!

Anyone who has spent time at St. Anna’s knows that this is an
old facility with many needs. Plumbing needs to be redone;
rewiring the whole complex is upon us; our balcony and the

canopy on the old house are falling apart. We have no air or heat in much of the old house; and
the list goes on. The fact is that we need to “renew, restore, and rebuild” the old house and rewire
the church. We have been talking about this for years. The only way that a small congregation,
like ours, can do this is with a grant! Money is out there and we have a good track record with
grants. The “Rector’s Restoration Fund” is established to pay for a professional General
Contractor to draw up specifications for the renewal and restoration of our building; hire an
architect to finalize drawings for use and utilization; and to formulate a general plan.

At this early stage the project strategy is this:

PHASE I Stabilize the old building by leveling and shoring (current estimate $90,000)
which will require a metal frame to be constructed and installed under the house
to elevate it. then basic plumbing and re-wiring must be undertaken as well as
some plaster repair (due to shoring and flexing of building); upon completion of
that the canopy and balcony need to be rebuilt/restored; finally the outside of the
building should be painted. Also, if not already done the church will be rewired.


